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Famous patents

The most valuable patent is
considered to be the one issued
in 1876 to Alexander Graham
Bell for his invention of the
telephone. Other famous
patents include Harry Houdinies
diveres suit and President
Abraham Lincolnes smanner of
buoying vesselse.

More recent inventors, such as
Sir James Dyson, also
appreciate the value of patents.
He says: *We file about a patent
a day. Itss accelerating because
weeve got more and more
research engineers. Itss the
backbone of our business.Z




Famous copyright
infringement

Ex-beatle George Harrison was
found guilty of copyright
infringement when a jury in the
US concluded that he had
sunconsciouslyZ copied the
Shirelle's composition He's So
Fine when he wrote his 1971 hit
My Sweet Lord.

Famous trademarks

Among the most recognisable pictorial trademarks are the Kellogges
cockerel and the Michelin tyre man. Trade marks can also be words, such
as Birds Eye, Pepsi and Porsche.

Invest Nlss Technical Advisory Unit
can help businesses find out what
kind of IP protection is relevant to
them and can advise them on
applying for trade marks, patents
and to register designs.

The Technical Information Service
provides advice and information to
businesses on a wide range of IPR
issues including patents, trade
marks, copyright and design rights.
It also provides a patent and trade
mark search facility.

Funded by Invest NI, the Business
Innovation Link programme offers
financial support towards

prototyping and patent filing costs.
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Former world champion athlete Colin
Jackson CBE was one of the guest
speakers at Enterprise Week.

Speaking at a number of events the
hurdler, who won World and
European championships during his
illustrious career, entertained
audiences with recollections of his
sporting experiences. He also
underlined the similarities between
how businesses and international
athletes achieve their goals in
competitive environments.

eInnovation, adaptability, creativity,
enterprise, determination and
passion are all common themes,Z he
said. sBusinesses can improve their
performance at a global level by
introducing imaginative processes
and developing expertise in the
workplace.Z

Recounting how at his first Commonwealth Games he ran for silver and
achieved a personal best, he highlighted the need to set realistic goals. el
knew | couldnst get the gold at that time, so | didnst consider the silver a
failure.Z Colin also spoke about the importance of role models citing Linford
Christie and Daly Thompson as huge influences on his career.
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Five local businesses that have achieved success through exporting and a
focus on innovation received awards at the Enterprise Week 2007 Celebration

of Enterprise event.

Best Business Entrepreneur
Patrick McGrath of Ripfactory was
named the Best Business

Entrepreneur. His companyes flagship

product is the Ripstation, a fully
automated, high-speed, CD ripping
and encoding system. Patrick
established Ripfactory in 2001 and
now employs 12 staff in Belfast and
two in the USA. Ripfactory currently

sells into 22 countries worldwide and

almost 90 per cent of its turnover is
export related.

Ripfactory has also just launched the
CD* kiosk, which allows consumers to

instantly load CDs they have bought
in store onto a portable music
device. It is believed to be the only
product of its kind in the world.

Best New Innovation

This was one of two awards which
highlighted the importance of
innovation in a successful economy.
The Best New Innovation was
awarded to Belfast company Willis
Heating & Plumbing for its new solar
water heating system, the
SolaSyphon.

The company, which is over 120
years old, has throughout its history
been noted for its innovations. It is
famous for inventing the Willis
immersion heater, which became an
essential feature in many homes in
Northern Ireland during the 1960s
and 1970s.

The SolaSyphon can be attached to
the existing hot water cylinder and
turns an hour of sunshine into an
houres worth of hot water faster than
any other system on the market. It
has the potential to cut home water
heating bills in half.

Innovator of the Year

Fusion Antibodies picked up the
Innovator of the Year award. The
biotechnology company is
developing products with specificity
in the areas of oncology and
infectious disease. It has a

therapeutic and diagnostic product
portfolio under development
including two lead cancer targets
undergoing pre-clinical toxicology
studies.

Best Emerging Exporter

The Best Emerging Exporter
category was awarded to
Londonderry company Singularity,
which provides business process
management software and solutions.
The company serves a worldwide
customer base through offices in
London, New York, Singapore, India
and Ireland and its exports, as a
percentage of total sales, have risen
from around 10 per cent to over 30
per cent in three years.

Exporter of the Year

Fintec Crushing & Screening won the
2007 Exporter of the Year. A market
leader in the manufacture of mobile
crushing and screening equipment
for use in quarrying and recycling
applications, the company currently
employs over 300 people. It has
grown from a turnover of £5 million

in 2002 to £41 million in 2006 and

its exports have grown by over 500
per cent in three years.

Special award

A posthumous award was also made
to Frank Pantridge, acknowledging
the contribution of this pioneering
innovator, who invented the portable
defibrillator.

CAPTIONS

18 Patrick McGrath, Ripfactory receiving
the award from Invest Nlss Tracy Meharg,
for Best Business Entrepreneur.

19 John Willis, Willis Heating & Plumbing,
receiving the award from Invest Nlss lan
Murphy, for Best New Innovation.

20 Dr Shane Olwill, Fusion Antibodies
receiving the award from Invest Nlss lan
Murphy and Ken Kingston from Ulster
Bank for Innovator of the Year.

21 Padraig Canavan, Managing Director
of Singularity, receiving the award from
Invest Nlss lan Murphy, for Best

Emerging Exporter.

22 Hubert Watson (2nd left) and Paul
Colton (2nd right) of Fintec Crushing and
Screening Ltd receiving the Exporter of the
Year Award from Invest Nlss Tracy Meharg
and Kevin Kingston from Ulster Bank.
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Nowadays, wesre accustomed to the
clever and creative interiors found in
most good nightclubs, bars and
restaurants. Wesve come to

expect high levels of comfort,
creativity and individualism at the
venues we Visit - but it hasnst always
been that way.

Modern clubs and pubs have come a
long way; the darkened, smoky

dens have gone, replaced by inviting
and comfortable meeting places,
designed for functionality, yet
bursting with artistic innovation

and appeal.

At the forefront of this modern
revolution in interior design and fit-
out is Portadown-based company the
Deluxe Group.

Following advice and support from
Invest Nles E-Business programme,
Deluxe can now offer an unrivalled
high-tech design and fit-out service
to clients in the leisure and
entertainments markets. Support
from Invest NI has allowed the
company to significantly improve its
CAD capability, through software
upgrades, and to train design

IN design

staff to use the technology more
effectively as a marketing tool.

Within the last few months, the
Deluxe Groupes team of artists and
designers have been responsible for
several major projects across
Ireland. In Drogheda, for example,
Earth, one of the townes leading
nightspots, was recently given a chic
new look based entirely on an
elemental theme. In Newry, the team
has just finished the interior fit-out

of a sophisticated new three-storey
bar and nightclub to be called the
Newsroom and in Lurgan, the well-
known Ashburn hotel has been
transformed following an in-depth
Deluxe make-over.

And artists from Deluxe are
increasingly in demand for one-off
creations that can add the swow
factore to function rooms and
conference suites. At Clontarf Castle,
for example, the team recently
installed a magnificent 13-metre long
carved plaster frieze depicting the
Battle of Clontarf in 1014.

*This is typical of the sort of
commissions which wesre

increasingly being asked to
undertake,Z says Deluxe Business
Development Manager, Richard
Carron. *For many years, our
company has been busy, not only in
Ireland, but across the world
developing creative fit-outs for a
client list which has included Disney,
the Warner Brothers, the National
Trust and the QEII.Z

Over the years, Invest NI has worked
with the company, offering
professional advice on how best to
use technology, how to market its
services to best effect and how to
grow its business in lucrative export
markets. The Deluxe Groupes product
and service offerings have
broadened as a result. It is now
highly regarded as one of the most
innovative and efficient companies
working in this busy market and all
the signs are that its enviable
reputation will continue to grow.

For further information

on the E-Business programme
please contact your Client
Executive.







and best practice, to running an The information has been

G ateway to organisation that can help the developed in association with

environment, and being aware of the NetRegs and Envirowise to help
A business benefits of working businesses solve environmental
S u Stal n ab I e sustainably. problems, reduce costs, and
increase environmental
Businesses can savemoney and performance and competitiveness.
S u CceSS ensure that they are complying
with legislation by using the self-
nibusinessinfo.co.uk, Invest Nles assessment tools. Money-saving tips
gateway to practical business and links to sources of further
advice, is now offering more information are available through on nibusinessinfo.co.uk,
information to assist businesses the interactive Identify where you telephone 0800 027 0639 or
with environmental and can save money by going green e-mail nibusinessinfo@investni.com
sustainable development issues. tool. This assesses the areas where a
business is most likely to be able to
The new environment and cut costs, based on their specific
efficiency theme activities. The Assess your
(www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/environ environmental compliance tool
ment) provides a clear and central generates a customised report
point of expert advice and with guidance on the regulations a
signposting. There are 20 business must comply with and the
information guides covering a permits, licences and exemptions
wide range of issues from that it may need.
environmental legal compliance

For further information

In December, Lord Attenboroughes latest
movie, Closing the Ring, premiered in Belfast.
The production, which is based on a true
wartime story, was filmed on location in North
Belfast and received £800,000 of assistance
from Northern Ireland Screen - the national
screen agency for Northern Ireland - which is
funded by Invest NI, the Department of
Culture Arts and Leisure and the UK

Film Council.

Last year Economy Minister Nigel Dodds
announced £12 million of additional funding
for Northern Ireland Screen through Invest NI.
Since 2003, the global screen industry has
already delivered around £30 million into the
local economy.
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