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Welcome by Jill Gallard, British 
Ambassador to Germany
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¶ I am Jill Gallard, Her MajestyôsAmbassador to

Germany.

¶ I am delighted to be able to open this event

today.

¶ This is a welcome opportunity to provide

information on trading between the UK and

Germany, and in particular to help make

businesses in Northern Ireland aware of

export opportunities on the German market.

Introduction
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My connection to Northern Ireland

¶ Born in Northern Ireland, County Tyrone (Omagh), and grew up in County Antrim. 

¶ 18 years in Northern Ireland, followed by 4 

years at university in Edinburgh, have 

made me very aware of how important it 

is for British Embassies overseas to 

represent all 4 parts of the UK. 

¶Germany is a federal political system, with 

16 different regions, all with their different 

identities ïthe diversity of the UKôs 4 

nations really resonates here.
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The importance of trade & exporting
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2nd largest 
trading partner

2nd largest 
export market

2nd largest 
import market

UK exports to Germany support almost 500,000 jobs in the UK, 
with German exports to the UK supporting over 800,000 jobs in 

Germany.

Ties between the UK and Germany have never been so important, 

and so is our bilateral trade.

Germany is the UKós: 
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The UK-EU Trade & Cooperation Agreement

ÅThe terms of trade have fundamentally changed. 

ÅThe UK-EU Trade and Cooperation Agreement is 
a deal grounded in the principles of free trade 
and strong co-operation.

ÅThis is good news for trade between the UK & 
Germany ïparticularly in the sectors most 
important to our bilateral relationship, such as 
Chemicals, Pharmaceuticals and Automotive. 
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Exports are a critical part of our economy

ÅExports support millions of jobs and there 
are important links between trade and 
productivity. 

ÅExporting businesses are more competitive, 
pay higher wages and are more profitable. 

ÅExporters play a crucial role in levelling up the 
economy across the whole of the UK.
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Why export to Germany?

Stable economy

Certainty & precictability

Highly developed infrastracture

Good base to build up export 

elsewhere in Europe

Opportunities for UK exporters 

especially in: 

Health & Life 

Sciences

Technology & 

Digitalisation

Clean Growth
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Cooperation between German & NI companies
ÅPartnership between Randox Laboratories, UK's 

largest manufacturer of in-vitro diagnostics & 

German technology giant Bosch

ÅWrightbus(worldôs first hydrogen double-decker 

bus) chose German company Voith as its exclusive 

supplier of the electrical drive system for its buses in 

Europe

ÅNorthern Ireland's aerospace cluster around 

Bombardier successfully entering the Airbus

supply chain
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How does DIT support?

ÅRefreshed cross-government Export Strategy: Made in the 

UK, Sold to the World. 

ÅSecond HQ in Darlington - and new offices in Scotland, 

Wales and Northern Ireland, which will focus on supporting 

businesses and export growth across the UK

ÅExpansion of DITôs Export Support Service, which makes 

it easier for exporters and those considering exporting to 

access the information they need. 
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DIT in Germany

ÅWe work closely alongside our partners including Invest 

Northern Ireland. 

ÅOver 30 trade and investment specialists based at the 

British Embassy in Berlin and our Consulates-General in 

Dusseldorf and Munich. 

ÅThey are here to help you find and take advantage of 

export opportunities and provide the support and advice 

to succeed on the German market. 
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Thank you for listening!

Contact the DIT Trade Hub

Export Support Service

https://www.gov.uk/ask-export-support-team

@tradegovukDEU

@department-for-international-trade

@uktrade

Germany Market Guide

https://ditresearch.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6m69ysVWbjXPHVk
https://www.gov.uk/ask-export-support-team
https://twitter.com/tradegovukDEU
https://www.linkedin.com/company/department-for-international-trade
https://www.facebook.com/uktrade
https://www.great.gov.uk/markets/germany/


Robert Scheid

Director - United Kingdom & Ireland, 
Germany Trade & Invest



A NEW ERA OF BUSINESS 

OPPORTUNITIES

Å Rob Scheid
Å Director, UK & Ireland
Å Germany Trade & Invest, London Office

ÅSpot l ight  on Germany
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GTAI London

ÅRob Scheid
Å Director UK & Ireland

Germany Trade & Invest, London
Å +44 7455 062620
Å Robert.scheid@gtai.com
Å www.gtai.com/beyondbrexit

mailto:Robert.scheid@gtai.com
http://www.gtai.com/beyondbrexit
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Germany Trade & Invest (GTAI) is 

the economic development 

agency of the Federal Republic 

of Germany.
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Export 

Promotion

Investor 

Consulting

Location 

Marketing

New Federal 

States & 

Structural 

Transformation
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ÅMarket 
information

ÅSite selection
support

ÅTax/legal/financial
info

Germany Trade & Invest supports companies
expanding to Germany.
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WhatósNew? ÅGermany Goes 
Green(er)

ÅCut Red Tape

Digitalize

Deutschland

Innovation/Start-ups

Social Policy
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ÅFor more information

Åwww.gtai.com
ÅRobert.scheid@gtai.com

Å+44 7455 062620
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Beyond Brexit

ÅSpecial

ÅTax & Legal Frameworks for 
UK companies

ÅEvents and webinars

ÅFAQs

Åwww.gtai.com/beyondbrex
it

http://www.gtai.com/beyondbrexit


Nathan Wright

Head of Wrightbus International
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Driving a greener future

www.wrightbus.com25
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Wrightbus

Business Overview

October 2021

www.wrightbus.com26
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o A leading industry innovator of low emission diesel, hybrid, zero-

emission hydrogen and electric buses as well as the iconic new 

Routemaster for London

o Transitioned from body only to complete manufacturer during 

2007 to 2013 across the range

o 2015 Started manufacturing buses in Malaysia

o Relocated to a new 90 acre site (the old JTI facility) in 2018/2019 

remaining in Ballymena

o Future proofing capability and capacity

o Business went into administration in 2019

o Jo Bamford purchased the business in October 2019

o Launched the worldôs first hydrogen double deck vehicle

o 2022 Launch Wrightbus Apprenticeship program in Malaysia 

75 Years of Engineering Heritage

27
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www.wrightbus.com

Growth Delivery

o Currently 780 people employed in the UK and 130 Employed 

internationally ïTotal 910

o Numbers to rise to 1100 during 2022

o Output from 2021 to 2022 will double

o In 2021 70% of buses manufactured will be diesel powered

o In 2022 70% of buses manufactured will be Zero Emission

o We will continue to innovate with 4 new product large product 

development projects next year

28
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UK Headquarters

Composites 
3,800m2

Support 365 
4,300m2

Metallix & Paint 
134,000m2

Final Assembly

27,000m2

Finishing

13,000m2

Chassis Assembly

10,500m2

90 Acre Site in 

Ballymena,

Northern Ireland

Business Overview

October 2021
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