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Rachel Sankannawar: Good morning everyone, good morning, | think we'll kick off the event. Good
morning everyone, my name is Rachel Sankannawar, and on behalf of Invest NI, welcome to our event
focusing on the opportunities emerging from offshore wind. | would also like to extend avery warm
welcome and a sincere thank you to all our speakers who have given up alot of their time and to help us
with this event today. Our programme will highlight the benefits of offshore wind and the-, indeed the
extensive supply chain opportunities which exist for businessesin Northern Ireland. We will also hear
from some of the companies that are actively exploring the feasibility of offshore wind. Offshorewind is
the fastest growing renewable energy-, renewable sector and will make up a significant portion of the
energy mix in Europe, Asia, North America within the next ten years. And as you will hear from our
speakers, offshore wind is a growth area and can play a key role in developing the green economy by
offering business opportunities locally, nationally and internationally. And for Northern Ireland, thisis
bolstered by the energy strategy and the commitment to develop an action plan for offshore wind.
Northern Ireland isideally placed to have an offshore wind industry, with many companies already
exporting goods and services locally and further afield.

With it'sworld class infrastructure and supply chain capability, Northern Ireland could potentially be one
of the lowest cost regions to develop offshore wind in Europe. Our excellence in, in engineering offers
very good prospects for companiesin key areas that include research and development, device
manufacturing and assembly, construction, logistics, asset management and engineering services. Overall,
I'm very excited by these opportunities and | see offshore wind as playing a key part in supporting
Northern Ireland to address the climate, crisis and indeed to build a green economy. | hope everybody
will enjoy the event today and take full advantage of networking in person and, and I'd just like to say
thank you for being here and I'd like to hand over to, to Richard Rodgers, head of energy at the
Department for the Economy. Thank you.
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