
investni.com

NI BUSINESS BASE
2025

Source: Business Population Estimates for the UK and Regions, Department for Business and Trade (2025)

October 2025

There were 138,735 private sector businesses in Northern
Ireland at the start of 2025, employing 579,000 and
generating turnover of £92bn
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Large businesses (employing 250+) in the UK account for 
49% of turnover, whereas in Northern Ireland the 
comparative proportion is 27%
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Northern Ireland is 
amongst those 
regions with 
relatively low rates 
of business 
density

From 2015-2025 Northern Ireland, experienced the largest expansion 
of their business population compared to all other regions.
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NOTE: This data provides an estimate of the total number of private sector businesses in the UK at the start of each year.  It is produced by the Department for Business and 
Trade and covers a wider range of businesses than ONS/NISRA outputs, which report on VAT traders and PAYE employers.
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