
R&D EXPENDITURE
2024

Source: Northern Ireland Research & Development Statistics, NISRA  (Nov 2025)

Business Expenditure on R&D (BERD)

Total Expenditure 2020-2024

SMEs Large Companies (250+)

R&D activity is defined as research or technological development with an appreciable level of novelty or innovation in line with 
international critieria (the Frascati manual).  Results are based on cash terms unless ‘real terms’ are referenced i.e. where deflators 
are used to take out the effect of price changes over time.   

2020 2021 20242022

Total R&D Expenditure

£369.5m
£272.8m

£344.3m

£425.1m

£293.3m

2023

£385.5m

£358.1m

£319.8m

£561.8m£501.8m

SME expenditure has decreased by 31% and large company
spend has increased by 35% over a 5 year period.
Large companies account for 52% of spend and SMEs 48%.

Businesses Spending on R&D

BERD by Sector

Total
Spend

£713.8m

£319.3m

£394.4m

1,061
831

2023 2024

There has been
a decrease of
230 businesses
spending on R&D
from 2023 to 2024
-22% on the year.

BERD by Ownership
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Total
Spend

£713.8m

£381.9m

£331.9m
47%

54%

Externally-Owned

Locally-Owned

Business
£713.8m

-0.6% on year
(-£4.6m)

Higher Ed.
£261.5m

+4.3% on year
(£10.9m)

Government
£25.4m

-6.6% on year
(-£1.8m)

Total R&D Spend
£1,000.7m

+0.5% on year
(£4.6m)
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¹Northern Ireland 2024 in-house R&D as a proportion of previous year’s GVA. 

 Source is ONS Regional GVA Reports 2023.

BERD In-house Expenditure 2023-2024

R&D Investment Rate1

UK

Northern
Ireland

EnglandWales Scotland

26.4%

11.1%
9.0%

4.7% 4.5% 4.2% 2.5%

-16.6%

Of the regions and countries, NI was one of four that reported a decrease in (in-house) R&D expenditure
over the year (-0.6%) £718m to £714m

In-house expenditure relates to spend on R&D undertaken within NI.

BERD Funding by Source 2024
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%

East of
England

Self funded
£437.1m (61.2%)

Parent company
£93.5m (13.1%)

NI Gov.
£6.4m (0.9%)

UK Gov
£28.2m (3.9%)

Other
£148.6m (20.8%)

The most recent GVA data avalaible are for 2023. To calculate the 2024 R&D investment rate we have divided the 2024 R&D data by 2023 GVA. 

R&D Expenditure by Council
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